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It has been a busy first half term for this academic year. School closes on Thursday 23" October and
the children return to school on Tuesday 4" November. Staff will attend our Trust Conference on
Monday 3rd November, where the focus is on a sense of belonging. The staff team at Churwell are
looking forward to working with their colleagues across our Trust.

In school the children have been busy with their learning; Year 4 have visited Murton Park to
experience a day in the life of a Roman soldier. Year 5 have been on a local walk identifying the legacy
of Victorian history in our area. The Year 3 children have experienced a Stone Age theme day in the
Forest School area and our Year 2 children have been on a local walk as part of their Geography
learning and they have also made a great start to their Forest School sessions.

The children in Year 4 have made progress in their weekly swimming lessons, Year 3 have really
enjoyed their start to learning the ukelele, and children in Year 3, 4 and 5 love their French lesson with
Mme Santry. We enjoyed a Languages Week in school; children and adults across school shared their
home languages and Mme Santry worked with all classes from Reception to Year 6 on café language.
We ended the week with a French Café, where children had a chance to use their French skills and
enjoy a croissant and a juice.

We have appointed our new Team Captains from Year 6 and we have two new members of the School
Council and Morley Cluster Council. School Council and Eco Council representatives have also been
appointed.

We have also been busy working with parents/carers. It was great to see so many of you at the year
group Harvest Festivals and your generous food donations were taken to the Leeds East and South
Foodbank. Year 1 parents/carers attended a Phonics information session and our Come and Read
sessions continue to be popular.

I told you we have been busy!

I am re-sending the dates for the rest of the Autumn Term — these are also on the school website
calendar. Please find them attached to this Parent Mail.

Training Days

The training days for this academic year are:
Friday 24" October 2025

Monday 3 November 2025

Friday 13" February 2026

Monday 20" July 2026

Tuesday 215t July 2026

Children should not attend on these days.
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Safequarding Team

Our safeguarding team in school is made up of myself, Mrs Tindale, Mrs Hutchinson and Mrs Seedhouse.
Please be aware that the team will receive reports on any Domestic Violence incidents; these are reported via
Morley Cluster or Leeds City Council. This allows us to support families and children who have been victims of
domestic violence and helps form one element of our work on safeguarding in school.

Notification of a child’s absence

Please can we remind parents/carers that if your child is ill and cannot attend school that they should notify the
attendance team either by telephone or via ParentMail. Please do not send an email to the school office — for
safeguarding purposes we can only accept a telephone call/message or a notification via ParentMail. Please
can you be clear about the reason for your child’s absence e.g. sickness, tonsilitis, flu, rather than just stating
they are ill.

Thank you for your support with this.

Our attendance has been really positive across the academy this half term. Attendance to date has been
97.2%. It is really important that children are in school every day to ensure they access all the skills for
personal and academic learning.

New KS2 Library

Our RMAT colleagues have been busy supporting us with refurbishment of our KS2 library over the summer
holidays. Our Trust have fully funded the work and the results are outstanding. Mrs Seedhouse has been busy
reorganising books, and we have also appointed Reading Leaders, from Year 6 initially, to support our work.
Friends of Churwell are going to fund the soft furnishings which will mean the library will be an amazing place
to enjoy a book and develop a love of reading. We have an official opening ceremony planned for the end of
November after which we will share photos of the space.

Playground Pledges

Each year group has again agreed a Playground Pledge; this is where children agree on how they work
together in the playground and how to use the space cooperatively to play the games and activities that they
like. We have mixed different year groups this year and different year groups will share the playground space.
This supports children to play together during these breaks and sets out the positive behaviours they are all
expected to follow.

Mindfulness and ‘In the zone’ check in

Children continue to access a mindfulness session and an ‘In the zone check-in’ after lunch each day. The ‘In
the Zone’ check-in is an adult led session where children have a chance to voice any issues or concerns. An
adult then leads a discussion on ways these issues may be managed or resolved. We have seen
improvements in the children’s shared understanding of these concerns, and it is so powerful when the
children themselves make suggestions to each other about solutions.

Buddy Swop

The children have enjoyed their first buddy swop of the year. All children in KS2 are a Big Buddy to the
younger children in school. This time the children shared favourite stories. Little Buddies chose their favourite
book and our Big Buddies read to them. You are never too old to read a picture book and enjoy the story!
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Sporting Events

We have been busy attending different sporting events and activities over this half term. This includes:

e Year 6 completing their Bikeability training

e a Girls Football Team away match at Rothwell St Mary’s and Woodlesford Primary
e aKS2 Cross Country event

e a SEND athletics event

e a LUFC mixed football event

Well done to all the children who have represented the academy so well.
We have also achieved a Gold School Games Mark for another year, which is a fantastic achievement.

Carniege Mental Health Award

The team have now completed the paperwork and evidence gathering for the award. We will submit this next
half term as well as undertaking an interview with the assessor. We are really proud of the wellbeing work that
we undertake at the academy, and we will share the outcome of the assessment as soon as we have it.

On 10" October we held a World Mental Health coffee morning for parents and carers. It was lovely to speak
to the parents and carers who attended. Thank you to our Friends of Churwell who provided tea, coffee and
biscuits.

Governors in school day

Our Governors (Local Review Board members) enjoyed a day in the academy on 15" October. They spent the
day working with staff and children and seeing a ‘day in the life’ of our academy. They collected pupil voice on
reading, maths and safeguarding as well as meeting with subject leaders to hear about the plans we have for
different curriculum areas this year. It is always a pleasure to welcome the team into school.

Mr Webber

Mr Webber has been a Governor for over 10 years and has been an invaluable member of our school team.
As well as being a critical friend, he has supported with residentials, understanding the offer for our early years
children as well as being a member of the Headteacher Performance Management panel. In recent years he
has also been the Vice Chair of the Local Review Board.

Mr Webber stepped down from his role in July 2025 and | wanted to extend a heartfelt thank you for his years
of support to the academy and to Mrs O’Hagan and myself. He really will be missed at our meetings and
events in school. His interest in the academy and his genuine commitment to improve the offer for children and
staff has been amazing. Mr Webber leaves a legacy of care, support and genuine interest in educational
outcomes for all children.

Our new Vice-Chair of the Local Review Board is Mr lan Milner.

Parking around school

This continues to be an issue for both parents/carers and the local community. Please can | ask that you park
safely and legally when you drop off and collect your children.

Can | also remind you that drop off on solid white lines, the yellow zig zag lines and blocking drop kerbs, that
are allocated for pedestrians, pushchairs and wheelchairs, is not allowed.
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Please remember to park safely and legally to keep all our children safe.

Dogs outside School

We understand that parents/carers walk with dogs when dropping off and picking children up from school.
However, can we please politely request that dogs are supervised while outside the school gate, and not
tethered to the railings and left alone. This will allow owners to manage their dog in the company of anxious
children and adults. Your co-operation is appreciated.

It has been really lovely to meet our new Nursery and Reception children and parents/carers. The
children have settled really well and it is great to see them busy and happy in both settings. The
Friends of Churwell discos were enjoyed by our children, there were some fab dance moves and lots

of smiley faces!
We look forward to welcoming parents/carers to our consultation evenings this week.

I wish you all a happy half-term and | hope that you can find some time to enjoy family activities, or
just to be at home and rest! We look forward to seeing you all, and our children, on Tuesday 4%
November, Monday 3@ November is a Training Day. Thank you for your continued support.

Yours in learning
Mrs Rupa Barson

Headteacher
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